
A Similar Crime 

 

This excerpt also failed to make the final cut in Nameless Indignities. It 

describes a crime which was eerily reminiscent of the one against Emma Bond. It 

occurred in Nov. 1883 in Attica, Indiana (just over the state line/only 30 miles from 

Danville, IL.) 

 

Just a few days before the trial – out of the small Indiana town of Attica, 125 

miles northeast of Taylorville – came news of another abysmal crime. This one was 

notable for its many striking similarities to the Bond outrage. The victim – a young 

schoolteacher of twenty-one – was snatched one night near her boarding house, dragged 

back to her schoolhouse, drugged with an unknown substance, choked viciously until her 

eyes became bloodshot, robbed of all her money and a ring, and left unconscious in a 

nearby haystack. Two strangers had been seen on a nearby road around the time of the 

crime. The victim wasn’t located until ten o’clock the next morning, even though the 

people at her boarding house discovered her absence around eight the night before. 

At first glance, this was enough to give any good investigator pause, considering 

the parallels to the Christian County case. However, it was soon confirmed that the girl 

had not been raped. In addition, the two suspects under arrest were said to be familiar 

with the area and with the girl’s habits; more importantly, they knew her brother and 

knew that he owned a jewelry store in town. Their one and only motive, it seemed, had 

been robbery. Nothing more, nothing less. For this reason, any connection to the Bond 

crime was viewed as remote to non-existent.  

 



Said of the suspects: 

“One is short and heavy set, with a sandy mustache and is probably 35 years old; 

the other is tall and slender with smooth face and about 25 or 30 years old. Both were 

well dressed in dark clothes, with overcoats, black hats, and one wore gloves. Both had 

their pants in their boot tops…..” 

And of the victim: 

“The only marks upon the girl are those on her neck where she was choked….s[o 

badly that ] her eyes were bloodshot,” 

[Last two quotes from Chicago Tribune:  30 Nov 1883, p. 6] 
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